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2nd Conference on Climate Change 
Adaptation Planning for Ports, 
Transportation Infrastructures, and 
the Arctic (CCAPPTIA)

Mawuli K. Afenyo
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Discussing matters of common concern

Background
The conference is the second edition and, 
compared with the first edition in 2018 
(www.ccapptia.com/18conference),this one 
focuses more on climate change and the impacts 
of COVID-19 pandemic on global supply chain. 
The theme captures it nicely as “Adaptation and 
Resilience of Transportation and Logistics in the 
Post-Pandemic World”. This year’s conference 
was organised by Adolf K.Y. Ng, Changmin 
Jiang, Jason Monios, Yui-yip Lau, Mawuli 
Afenyo, and Yufeng Lin. The conference was 
sponsored by the Social Science and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada (SSHRC), VTC 
China, the GENICE Project, University of 
Manitoba, Hong Kong Community College of the 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Institute of 
Seatransport, KEDGE Business School, 
University of Bologna, and Beijing Normal 
University-Hong Kong Baptist University United 
International College.
 
Motivation for the conference 
Transport and supply chain facilities are 
increasingly affected by the impacts posed by 
natural hazards, such as pandemics and climate 
change. Because they are vital for trade and 
communications, they pose significant 
implications to the local, national, and global 
economy and human welfare. The time has come 
for a paradigm shift in how transport 
infrastructures and other supply chain 
components plan for and enact new strategies. 
Also, adaptation and resilience to hazards create 
opportunities to enhance well-being and regional 
development, as exemplified by the possible 
restructuring of the current supply chain systems. 
This is possible only if effective solutions are 
introduced and implemented through efficient 
collaborative efforts from different disciplines 
and sectors. 
 

Organisation format
The conference was initially scheduled for 2020 
but delayed to 2021 due to the impacts of 
COVID-19. Also, the conference was fully held 
online due to the same reason. It was organised 
online in three different time zones. This became 
necessary considering the make up of the 
particpants and organisers. The three main zones 
were Beijing time for Asia, France time for 
Europe and Winnipeg (MB, Canada) time for 
North America. Participants, however, came from 
virtually all the continents including Africa, South 
America, North America, Asia, Europe, and 
Australia. The first day was hosted and chaired by 
Adolf Ng and Ying-en Ge. Topics focussed on the 
effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on the 
economy and particularly supply chains. The 
second day was hosted and chaired by Jason 
Manois and Yufeng Lin, while the third day was 
hosted and chaired by Changmin Jiang and 
Mawuli Afenyo. To encourage the 
implementation of theory into practice and getting 
invaluable insight from professionals for further 
research, this year’s conference invited and 
secured more speakers from policymakers and 
industrial practitioners (e.g., UNCTAD, Institute 
of Seatransport). Over the three days we had 27 
speakers and 101 participants. The videos of the 
presentations can be viewed for free on the 
conference website: 

https://www.ccapptia.com/21conference 

Conclusion
The 2nd CCAPPTIA Conference was a great 
success, bringing together presenters from all the 
continents of the world. Furthermore, the 
attendance was higher than the previous year’s 
mainly because of the flexibility of joining online 
and the less cost involved. There was no need to 
travel to a particular venue hence saving 
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participants and organisers money. On the other 
side the group missed the opportunity to interact 
on a personal level. Even though the zoom 
interaction was very ok as well, it can not be 
replaced with in person. Because of the long hours 
of been behind the PC or any other device that 
participants joined through, it can be tiring 
therefore the panel discussion was cut short 
limiting it to just a few questions and answers. 
The CCAPPTIA conference keeps getting bigger 
and bigger and with more support, it could be the 
number one platform for discussing and 
disseminating climate change and Arctic related 
issues.

Mawuli K. Afenyo

Dr. Mawuli K. Afenyo is Assistant Professor at the 
Texas A & M University, United Sates of America. 
He is an award-winning researcher in climate 
change and oil spills in the Arctic. His research 
interests include socio-economic impact 
assessment of maritime operations, risk and safety 
assessment, oil spills, climate adaptation and 

 resilience, Arctic shipping. He is a co-editor of The Maritime Economist, and editor of the 
CCAPPTIA newsletter. He is also a founding member of CCAPPTIA (ccapptia.com) and FAAM consult. 
Mawuli has authored or co-authored over 35+ publications in the form of journal articles, 
conference proceedings, book chapters, and professional write ups. He is also a seasoned consultant who 
has offered his expertise to many organizations around the world. 




