
27

M
E 

M
ag

33

M
E 

M
ag

THEMARITIME Economist

Texas A&M University of 
Galveston 

Texas A&M University at Galveston (TAMUG) is 
a branch campus associated with the Texas A&M 
University (TAMU) main campus located in 
College Station, Texas.  TAMU is the flagship 
university of the Texas System and is one of 11 
institutions and 7 state agencies in the system.  The 
A&M System is one of the largest systems of 
higher education in the United States, educating 
more than 148,000 students and reaching another 
22 million educational contacts through service 
and outreach programs each year.  Across the 
Texas A&M System there are more than 26,000 
faculty and staff with research and development 
expenditures exceeding $972 million.  See https://
www.tamus.edu for complete information about 
the Texas A&M University System. 

Texas A&M University of Galveston (TAMUG) 
was estab-lished by the Legislature with the 
special purpose to offer inclusive, transformational 
undergraduate and graduate education in marine 
and maritime studies in physical, life, and social 
sciences, humanities, transportation, engineer-ing, 
and business and for research and public service 
re-lated to the general field of marine and coastal 
resources in support of the economic strength of 
the State of Texas. Campus undergraduate 
enrollment in the Fall 2020 was 1,902 and 
graduate enrollment was 193. The undergradu-ate 
enrollment includes 430 1st year engineering 
students seeking entry to major in engineering 
programs at A&M (on both the main campus and 
the Galveston Campus). All degrees are conferred 
by Texas A&M University in College Station.  

In addition to seven academic departments, Texas 
A&M Galveston is also home to the Texas A&M 
Maritime Academy, one of seven in the U.S. and 

the only academy on the Gulf coast and the only 
one integrated into a Tier 1 academic 
institution,which trains over 400 cadets an-nually 
for both military and commercial maritime service 
around the world. Texas A&M Galveston is 
nestled across the water from the Port of  
Galveston and at the mouth of the Port of Houston 
with its numerous maritime firms and 
organizations.  

The Maritime Business Administration 
department at TAMUG has two specialized 
business programs specifically designed for the 
maritime industry.   The undergraduate degree is a 
Bachelor of Science in Maritime Business Ad-
ministration which prepares students for 
progression into management and leadership in 
the maritime and logistics industries.   The 
graduate degree, a Master of Maritime Business 
Administration and Logistics (MMAL), prepares 
students for professional positions in fields such 
as port management, supply chain management, 
public policy as it relates to marine transport and 
the coastal zone, inland waterways, coastal 
shipping, and international trade and financial 
transactions.  There is a third option of obtain-ing 
both degrees in a five-year period (3+2 program).  
The graduate degree can be earned completely on-
line or face-to-face, while the undergraduate 
program is a mixture of online and face-to-face 
classes.  The graduate degree has a license option 
as well. The great majority of our students are in 
residence.  
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All but two of our eleven full-time faculty have 
terminal degrees in either a business field 
(accounting, economics, finance, management, 
marketing, logistics, and law) and/or have expertise 
in the maritime industry.  One of the full time 
faculty is pursuing his doctorate.  He is currently 
ABD. Our four adjuncts have extensive industry 
experience and bring real-world knowledge to their 
classes.  TAMU has a strong research support 
system at the university, campus, and departmental 
levels. Our department intellectual con-tributions 
are focused on applied maritime-related topics, 
assisted by grants from the department of 
transportation agencies and centers, significant 
departmental funding of conference presentations 
and attendance.   Resulting papers are published in 
the leading maritime and logistics journals.   Our 
strategic plan sets the path for harnessing our 
resources to develop managerial leadership, 
impactful research, and providing significant 
service to the academ-ic community, industry, and 
our regional, national, and global communities.




